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power he had in gouernment, as well in wars as in peace. But it is no maruell that this glory was giuen him, considering the many other qualities and vertues that were in him. Howbeit the Comedies the Poets caused to be played in those times (in which there were many words spoken of him, some in earnest, some in sport and ieast) do witnesse that he had that surname giuen him, chiefly for his eloquence. For it is reported, that he thundred and lightned in his orations to the people, and that his tongue was a terrible lightning. And touching this matter, they tell of an answer Thucycides, Milesius son, should pleasantly make concerning the force of Pericles eloquence. Thucydides was a noble man, and had long time contended against Pericles in matters of the common-weale. Archidamus, king of Lacedaemon, asked Thucydides on a time: whether he or Pericles wrestled best Thucydides made him aunswer; When I haue given him an open fall before the face of the world, he can so excellently denie it, that he maketh the people beleeue he had no fall at all, and perswadeth them the contrarie of that they sawe. Notwithstanding he was euer very graue and wise in speaking. For euer when he went up into the pulpit for orations to speake to the people, he made his prayers vnto the gods, that nothing might escape his mouth, but that he might consider before, whether it would serue the purpose of his matter he treated on : yet are there none of his workes extant in writing, vnlesse it be some few lawes he made, and but very few of his notable sayings are brought to light, saue onely these. He said on a time, that they must take away the citie of ^gina, because it was a strawe lying in the eye of the hauen Pirsea. And another time, he said that he sawe the warres a farre off, comming from Peloponnesvs. Another time, as he tooke shippe with Sophocles (his companion in commission with him as Generall of the